Town and Village of Red Hook,
Village of Tivoli Regional Vision:
Centers and Greenspaces
In 2005, the Greenway awarded $15,000 to the Town
of Red Hook for an intermunicipal growth and
preservation project. Municipal partners included
Town of Red Hook, Village of Red Hook, Village of
Tivoli and the Red Hook Central School District.
This “Intermunicipal Task Force,” working with
GREENPLAN, Inc., Pace University Land Use Law Center,
and Dutchess County Planning, developed the first
intermunicipal proposal in Dutchess County for the
creation of a comprehensive approach for targeting growth
around centers in order to preserve critical greenspaces
from development.
The Intermunicipal Task Force’s Centers and Greenspaces
Plan includes the following goals:
• Permanently protect important farmland and the
rural countryside
• Strengthen the residential and commercial base of
the existing villages
• Transform the South Broadway strip into a traditional
village entrance extension
• Use close-in smart growth development to help
finance sewer systems.
The Greenway provided initial funding for this project
and, in partnership with the county, a framework within
which this project could thrive, the Greenway Compact.
results: The Greenway recently awarded the
Town another $10,000 to help implement the zoning
ordinance amendments recommended by the Plan.
The Intermunicipal Task Force was recognized
for their work on the plan by the Pace University
Land Use Law Center as the recipients of the 2009
“Groundbreakers Award.”

10th Annual
Hudson River Valley

Ramble

The 10th Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble
featured nearly 300 events spanning all four weekends in September. During this Quadricentennial
Year, the Hudson River Valley Ramble featured
a larger than ever roster of events, stretching
from Saratoga and Washington Counties to New
York City. Participants enjoyed guided walking,
hiking, kayaking and bicycling opportunities,
estuary explorations and historic site tours that
highlighted significant historical, cultural and
natural resources found throughout the
Hudson River Valley. This year, over 200,000 people
participated in the Ramble.
All Ramble events are led by naturalists, ecologists,
historians, geologists and trained volunteers from
one of the nearly 200 partner organizations. Events
are offered for all abilities, most are free and many
are family oriented.
The NYS DECs Hudson River Estuary Program is the
primary event partner for the Ramble and sponsors the
event each year. In celebration of National Estuaries
Day on September 26th, numerous Estuary Events
were held throughout the four Ramble weekends,
designed to help celebrate and highlight the important
coastal habitat of the Hudson River Estuary.
In celebration of the 2009 Quadricentennial, the
Quadricentennial Commission partnered with the
National Heritage Area to inaugurate the state’s
first ever New York Heritage Weekend. During
the event, which was held September 12-13, the
museums, historical societies, heritage areas, historic
places, parks, and recreation areas of the Hudson
and Champlain valleys welcomed visitors free
of charge or at significantly reduced rates for
exploration and participation in special events.
The economic impact of this
year’s Ramble topped $12.5
million dollars!
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was certainly an exciting year! The
Hudson Fulton Champlain Quadricentennial was a
great success and served as a catalyst to bring communities
together in its celebration. 2009 was also a year that has
included some of the most difficult economic times in
recent memory. Many difficult decisions have been
made that have impacted organizations throughout
the state. Our ability to continue to be successful
through these times is a direct result of the valuable
partnerships and commitment that continues to be
made by organizations, elected officials and individuals
throughout the Hudson River Valley.
Both the Greenway and National Heritage Area
programs have had many successes during this
Quadricentennial year. Annual events like the Hudson
River Valley Ramble and Great Hudson River
Paddle were bigger than ever and new events like
Heritage Weekend will be a lasting legacy of the
Quadricentennial. Over 200,000 people participated
in the Ramble and the event had an estimated
economic impact topping $12 million dollars.
With funding secured by Congressman Maurice
Hinchey, the National Heritage Area provided
$100,000 in grant funding for Quadricentennial
events and projects and worked with partners to
direct nearly $500,000 toward Quadricentennial
initiatives throughout the region. Our
Teaching the Hudson Valley Explore
Awards enabled over 1,700 students
to connect with our region’s historic sites,
museums and environmental resources.
The Greenway has awarded nearly
$148,750 in grants for 14 smart growth
planning projects throughout the Hudson
River Valley. The Greenway’s investment
in these planning projects has leveraged
nearly $546,921 in local match.

Through our Conservancy Small Grants Program, the
Greenway has allocated nearly $90,000 to 10 Greenway
Trail projects throughout the valley. Land trail grants
included many local and regional connection projects,
and we continue to improve access to the Hudson River
for paddlers with our Water Trail grant program. We
deployed 65 kayak storage racks along the Water Trail
and we have been working with new partners north of
Albany to extend the Greenway Water Trail into the
upper Hudson and Champlain canal.
These investments have yielded many successes. We
have chosen to highlight just some of our successes in
this report.
On behalf of the staff, thank you for your support.
We look forward to continuing to build on our
successes in 2010.
Mark Castiglione, AICP
Acting Executive Director
Hudson River Valley Greenway
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area
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Hudson River Greenway
Water Trail Kayak Rack Program
Partners: City of Albany, City of Kingston, City of
Mechanicville, City of Peekskill, City of Poughkeepsie,
City of Rensselaer, Highland Landing Park Association,
Hudson River Maritime Museum, Hudson River Watertrail
Association, Inc., National Audubon Society, NYSDEC,
NYS OPRHP, Palisades Interstate Park Commission, Scenic
Hudson, Town of Ossining, Town of Saugerties, Town of
Wappinger Greenway, Troy Motorboat and Canoe Club,
Village of Athens, Village of Croton-on-Hudson, Village
of Nyack, Village of Ossining, Village of Piermont
Grant Award: Water Trail Grant for $115,005;
Project total $155,005; Match $50,000.
Description: In 2001 the Hudson River Valley
Greenway was charged with creating a Water Trail along
the Hudson River. Currently there are 90 sites designated
along the river between the City of Mechanicville in
Saratoga County and Manhattan. As part of the
implementation of this program we specifically envisioned
the kayak racks being deployed at sites where paddlers
would want to leave the immediate area of the landing to
explore a downtown, replenish supplies, eat at a restaurant,
or walk on a Greenway Trail segment.
In 2007 Jim White, owner of White Marine and an
accomplished kayaker, volunteered to provide designs
for the type of rack we were looking for and to build a
prototype, at no cost to the state. As we neared the end
of the design process, the Greenway decided to provide
up to two kayak racks per designated site. The Greenway
solicited requests from designated sites and racks were
distributed and installed in the spring of 2009.

results: 65 kayak racks are in use at 33 sites along
the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail contributing to
the vision of the Hudson River as a multiday recreational
resource. Rack designs are available for those interested
and construction is fundable through the Hudson River
Greenway Water Trail Grant program.

Rensselaer County
Trail Vision Plan
Partners: The Trail Vision Plan for Rensselaer County
is a report by the Rensselaer County Alliance for Trails,
in partnership with the Rensselaer Land Trust and
Rensselaer County.
Project: The Greenway awarded a matching grant
of $9,500 for this project, which included an inventory
of the existing trails in the county and the development
of a vision plan for a regional trail system. This was
done through extensive research and communication
with the communities in Rensselaer County. Visioning
sessions were conducted throughout the county to gain
public input.
results: The resulting plan provides a guide for planning trails in the County, and helps communities to work
together to achieve their trail goals. The plan also helps
county stakeholders prioritize trail projects, secure
funding, and target funding and resources to complete
those projects. The plan
identifies ten regional trail
Trail Vision Plan
concepts for Rensselaer
For Rensselaer County
County. As a result of
the Trail Vision Plan, the
Town of East Greenbush
was awarded a Conservancy Grant for a
feasibility study of a trail
along the Albany Hudson
Electric Trail, one of the
trails identified in the
Vision Plan.
Report by the Rensselaer County Alliance for Trails

Project Partners
Rensselaer Land Trust
Rensselaer County

Funded in part by the Hudson River Valley Greenway
May 2009

Connections: This plan provided a conduit for
communities in Rensselaer and Columbia counties
to work together from opposite ends to plan and
construct segments of the Albany-Hudson Electric Trail.
That will eventually connect East Greenbush to the
town of Stockport in Columbia County and beyond to
the Harlem Valley Rail Trail. Greenway grants provided
funding for feasibility studies for trail segments in
Kinderhook (leading to a $700,000 construction grant),
East Greenbush, Nassau and most recently the Towns of
Stockport, Stuyvesant and Kinderhook.

Watervliet Kayak Launch
Floating Docks
Partners: City of Watervliet, local rowing clubs
Grant Award: Water Trail Grant for $32,500 project
total $100,000, match $67,500
Project: Greenway Water Trail grant funding helped
the City of Watervielt create a new multi used launch at
Hudson Shores Park. The launch is a 60 foot floating
dock with an 8 foot wide ramp leading to it. The dock is
designed for use by both kayaks and crew shells. This
project is part of an overall plan to add a crew shell storage
building. The new launch is the only designated site
between Waterford and Albany on the west shore, a
distance of 12 miles.
results: Establishment of this site filled an existing
gap in the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail. The
grant was awarded in March 2009 and the project was
completed in July 2009. The Great Champlain-Hudson
Paddle made a stop here to visit the park in August and
local crew teams use
the site regularly.

