
The Greenway has awarded 

more than $9.6 million to support 

over 770 grant projects that 

helped to plan communities, build 

trail connections, provide more 

public access, advance regional 

values in local projects, and 

connect people with the stories of 

the people and places that made 

the Hudson River Valley ñthe 

landscape that defined America.ò    

 

Hudson River Valley Greenway Annual Report 2015 

At the end of 2015, the Hudson River Valley Ramble was honored by the New York 

State Outdoor Educators Association with an Environmental Impact Award.  The award 

recognizes an individual or organization that influence environmental protection.  We were 

pleased to accept the award on behalf of all of our partners whose 

work we amplify through their participation in the Ramble.   

The Ramble is one of the Greenwayôs greatest successes 

because it embraces the fundamental principle that influenced the 

creation of our organization 25 years ago and remains a guiding 

force to this day.  It is the principle that environmental values and 

economic development can go hand in hand.  Indeed, by helping our 

partners connect people with environmental and heritage resources, 

the Ramble cultivates more environmental and cultural stewards.  

Whatôs more, this celebration of our valley and its resources 

generates more than $21 million dollars in economic impact each 

year.   

 Many studies have identified the connection between trail building and economic 

development in communities and regions. In 2016, we will undertake an analysis of the Hudson 

River Valley corridor to identify connections to complete the Greenway Trail from New York 

City to the Capital Region first envisioned 25 years ago.  The study will provide a template for 

more specific feasibility studies, inform future capital projects, and guide investments made 

through our grant programs.  

 Over the past 25 years the Greenway has provided catalytic support for planning, trails 

and heritage development projects.  We were supporting ósustainabilityô before the term existed 

in the parlance of environmentalism and community development.  Since our creation under 

the Greenway Act of 1991, the Greenway has awarded more than $9.6 million to support over 

770 grant projects that helped to plan communities, build trail connections, provide more public 

access, advance regional values in local projects, and connect people with the stories of the 

people and places that made the Hudson River Valley ñthe landscape that defined America.ò    

This report includes a summary of our activities in 2015 and also summarizes the 

impact of the Hudson River Valley Greenway in our first 25 years.  

 

Mark Castiglione 

Acting Executive Director 

January 2016 
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Highlight s from 25 years of Greenway 

85% of municipalities  Greenway Communities, 5 Greenway Compact Plans 

487 miles of designated Greenway Trails  

256 mile long Hudson River Greenway Water Trail with  115 access points with 

launches every 10 miles or less on both side of the river and camping every 15 

miles.  

100 Affiliated sites within the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

$9.6 million in grants awarded for 774 projects leveraging $33.1 mill ion in 

matching funds  

¶ Community Planning and Zoning: 199 projects, $2.37 million awarded  
¶ Capital Improvements: 293 projects, $2.4 million awarded  
¶ Cultural Inventory and Resource Planning: 83 projects, $742,553 awarded  
¶ Natural Resource Planning: 111 project s, $748,302 awarded 
¶ Regional/Intermunicipal Planning: 48 projects, $705,224 awarded  
¶ Training/Education: 100 projects, $513,821 awarded  
¶ Waterfront Revitalization and Access: 69 projects, $2.8 million awarded  
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Hudson River Valley Greenway Trails 

Greenway Water Trail Promotion/Trip Planning Project:   

The Greenway has developed an interactive, smartphone optimized website 
and map series to support trip planning and recreation-based tourism 
related to the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail. A series of 4 map/guides 
are ready for production and posed for launch and distribution in spring 
2016. This project is funded through a $90,000 grant from Empire State 
Development to promote use of the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail.  
Sample map on right 
 

Greenway Trail Gap Analysis: The Greenway began this project in 2015 
to identify likely connections that would complete the trunk line north/south 
Greenway Trail route from New York City to the Capital region and beyond. 
The Greenway Trail route already includes more than 260 miles of 
designated ñriver sideò trails which have been mapped. While the vision of 
the Greenway Trail still puts primacy on the river corridor and visual/ 
physical access to the River, the route identified through this project will 
likely take advantage of the opportunities presented by the various regional 
trail systems currently being planned and developed. Identifying practical 
and implementable connections/routes and alternatives will require the 
development of a methodology that will consider a variety of factors that 
take advantage of opportunities and minimize obstacles. The final elements 
of the project should also serve to inspire implementation by providing focus 
on strategic areas for trail connections, and inspiring potential public and 
private funders through compelling visualizations. The project is expected to 
be completed in the summer of 2016. 

 

http://www.hudsongreenway.ny.gov/Trailsandscenicbyways/watertrail/Users.aspx?utm_source=Draft+January+2013+E-Newsletter&utm_campaign=jan2013&utm_medium=socialshare
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Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

16th Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble  

Four beautiful weekends this September were filled with 

activities from hiking to kayaking to kite flying and more. 

This year's Ramble featured more than 200 events hosted 

by more than 160 partner organizations. We are especially 

grateful to all of our wonderful Ramble event leaders and 

organizations who have dedicated their time and effort to 

making this an exceptional event. Check out our Facebook 

to see more photos of the events. 

Successes: 

-Website traffic up 43% 

-78% of website visitors were new users 

-Facebook ólikesô up 46%  

-Facebook posts reached over 400,000 people 

-Event satisfaction 4.85 out of 5 

-77% of Ramble partners reported 

Hudson River Valley Ramble Wins Environmental 

Impact Award 

This year, the New York State Outdoor Education 

Association (NYSOEA) has recognized the Hudson River 

Valley Ramble with a 

prestigious Environmental 

Impact Award for its role in 

supporting outdoor 

education while promoting 

outdoor recreation, 

community partnerships, and 

stewardship. The Hudson 

River Valley 

Greenway/National Heritage Area was proud to accept this 

tremendous honor on behalf of all the partner organizations and outdoor educators whose work 

we amplify through their participation in the Hudson River Valley Ramble.  

 

2015 Path Through History Weekends Grows by More Than 60%: The 

Greenway again partnered with the Greater Hudson Heritage Network to 

manage day-to-day administrative and communication tasks for the event 

on behalf of I Love NY/Empire State Development. Their partnership and 

hard work contributed significantly to the growth of this state-wide event. 

The number of PTH Weekend events grew to more than 330 events, which 

represented a 60% increase over the same weekend last year. Learn more 

about the events at www.paththroughhistory.iloveny.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/HudsonRiverValleyRamble
http://paththroughhistory.iloveny.com/history-events/path-through-history-weekend/#.VoqtKfkrKM8
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National Heritage Area Guidebook Re-print 

The HRVNHA first published its ñHeritage Site Guidebookò in 2010. 

The current update also includes a complete redesign of the 

guidebook. The newly designed layout is currently being edited and 

new guidebooks will be ready for purchase in spring 2016. 

National Heritage Area Website Update  

Over the last six years, the HRVNHA website has received nearly 

250,000 visitors and over a million page views. Since its launch, 

technologies and media practices have changed dramatically and 

the website requires a complete overhaul in order to keep pace with 

ever-evolving technology. Greenway staff and our website 

consultants have been working 

steadily on updates to 

www.hudsonrivervalley.com. 

Several drafts of the layout have 

been reviewed and the 

consultants are in the process 

of building and coding the new 

site. The website will be mobile 

responsive and benefit from 

many new tools that will 

enhance the user experience.  

New website anticipated spring 

2016. 

Heritage Area Sponsors 

Inaugural Hudson Valley 

Heritage Fair and 

Presentation by Franklin 

Vangone 

The first-ever Hudson Valley Heritage Fair was a great success. The 

fair featured hands-on table displays of artifacts and living history 

presentations from a variety of organizations. Exhibitors included 27 

Hudson Valley cultural organizations, including historical societies, 

historic sites, and tourism agencies. The Hudson Valley Heritage Fair 

was spearheaded by Dutchess County historian Will Tatum and is a 

joint project of the Mid-Hudson Valley Path Through History 

Workgroup, New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation, the Greater Hudson Heritage Network, and the Hudson 

River Valley National Heritage Area. The heritage fair was sponsored 

by Dutch Spirits and the Museum Association of New York.  

 

http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/

