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Welcome and Introductions 
 

Chairman Plunkett called the meeting of the Board to order at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Chairman Plunkett welcomed everyone and stated that Chairman McHenry was out of the 

country on vacation in Switzerland. However, he had given his proxy to him to conduct official 



Greenway business.  Chairman Plunkett further stated that before introductions were made, he 
wished to read a paragraph in the Governor’s Annual State of the State as it relates to the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway. The message discussed the success of the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway and detailed the work that has been performed by Greenway over the past several 
years.  Chairman Plunkett thanked Carmella Mantello for the work she has done with the 
Greenway to make this a reality.  Ms. Mantello stated that she wished to thank everyone for the 
work they have done in making the Greenway as successful as it is today.  She further stated that 
it is the partnerships formed with other state agencies, local governments and non-profits that 
brought the work of the Greenway to be recognized by the Governor.  She wished to thank all of 
the Greenway staff for their continuous efforts and asked everyone to offer a round of applause 
for the work done.  

 
Chairman Plunkett announced that in keeping with the tradition began by Chairman 

McHentry, he invited both Board members and the audience to introduce themselves.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 Chairman Plunkett lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Carmella Mantello, Executive Director, introduced Bill Steinhaus, County Executive of 
Dutchess County, and stated that Bill was the first County Executive she met with upon coming 
to the Hudson River Valley Greenway.  She further stated that she had worked with Bill on 
Quality Community issues while she was with the Department of State.  County Executive 
Steinhaus welcomed the Board members to Dutchess County, and stated that Dutchess  is a 
“world class county,” he thanked the Board for choosing this site to conduct their official 
business.  Mr. Steinhaus discussed the work being done on the Dutchess County Compact and 
stated that currently 23 Dutchess County communities have opted to join the Compact. Mr. 
Steinhaus stressed the importance of the great partnerships and friendships that have been 
developed between Dutchess County, the Greenway, Scenic Hudson, Marist and Vassar colleges, 
and other organizations. He further stated that Dutchess County is the new home to the exciting 
Rivers and Estuary Institute.  He stated that Dutchess County has achieved a balance between a 
sense of place and quality of life.  Chairman Plunkett thanked County Executive Steinhaus. 
 
 Chairman Plunkett stated that he was very pleased to have the Board meeting at this 
location; the newly completed Henry Wallace Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential 
Library, and he wished to thank and introduce our host, Cynthia Koch, Director of the 
Presidential Library.  Ms. Koch stated that “President Roosevelt would have been happy to see 
this group utilizing this building.”  She continued, Mr. Roosevelt was a promoter of partnerships.  
Ms. Koch explained that the building was a partnership between the Library and National Park 



Service; the Roosevelt Library is the first presidential library.  The library is a national 
monument to FDR.  Chairman Plunkett thanked Ms. Koch. 
 
 Chairman Plunkett introduced Sarah Olson, Superintendent of the Roosevelt Vanderbilt 
National Historic site.  Ms. Olson stated that she was delighted to have the Greenway Board 
meeting at this historic site in Hyde Park.  She stated that if FDR been at the meeting, he would 
have been involved in discussions on economic development and tourism. She wished to update 
the Board on projects relating to the Planning and Design of the Hyde Park Regional Visitors 
Center and the second round of the Hudson Valley Educational grants program.  
 
Minutes of the October 8, 2003 Board Meeting 
 
  Board Member Jane Daniels asked for a correction of the October 8th Board meeting 
minutes.   The minutes did not list her as being in attendance at the Board meeting, which she did 
attend. On a motion made by Jason Nastke (Sally Mazzarello second) the minutes of the October 
8, 2003 joint Board meeting were unanimously adopted with the noted amendment. 
 
Agenda Review 
 
 Chairman Plunkett reviewed the agenda and asked for comments or concerns.  There 
were none. 
 
Greenway Council 
 
Call to Order 
 
 Chairman Plunkett stated that the restructuring program has resulted in Carmella 
Mantello as the Director of the Greenway Council and the Acting Director of the Greenway 
Conservancy.  He further stated that the restructuring is successful and has saved the Greenway 
money.  He also noted that the Greenway now has 201 communities that have opted to join.  He 
thanked Carmella for the work she has done. 
 
 Carmella Mantello wished to announce that Board member Ruth Moore would like to 
address the Board.  Ms. Moore stated that Charlie Willie (Board member) has been the recent 
recipient of the Agricultural Society Service Award, the highest award granted in that field.  She 
asked for a round of applause to thank Mr. Willie for his work. 
 
New Greenway Community Resolutions 
 



 Carmella Mantello addressed the Board and stated that three new communities have 
recently passed resolutions to join the Greenway.  The communities are:  Village of Harriman, 
Orange County; Village of Kaser, Rockland County; and the Town of New Castle,  Westchester 
County. She asked the Board for a motion to accept the new communities. 
 
 On a motion from Charlie Willie (Paul Ganci second) the resolutions approving new 
communities were passed unanimously. 
 
Greenway Community Grants 
 
 Carmella Mantello stated that as noted previously, there are many new communities who 
joined the Greenway in anticipation of receiving grant funding.  To insure that the grant money 
is utilized wisely, it is imperative that funding requests indicate how and when their project will 
be implemented. 
 
 Carmella Mantello summarized each of the Greenway Community grants. 
 
  Town of Cornwall - Orange County $5,000  Carmella Mantello stated that the Town of 
Cornwall is requesting grant funding to install 10 informational kiosks and maps along their 
major transportation route and tourists center.   
 
 Putnam County jointly with  Westchester County $2,000 - Putnam County is the Lead 
application in applying jointly with Westchester County to develop a Land Use Resource Center 
located at the Mahopac Library.   Jane Daniels discussed the necessity of being able to obtain 
appropriate land use information within the Putnam/Westchester area. 
 
 Town of Shawangunk - Ulster County -  $7,000 – The Town is requesting $7,000 to 
complete its Comprehensive Planning Study and Zoning Revisions.  Supervisor John Valk of 
Shawangunk, explained the work being done for this planning effort. 
 
 Town of Warwick - Orange County- $5,000 – Continuation of work to implement their 
planning and zoning tools.  
 
 On a motion from Nancy Calhoun (Mary Crabb second) the resolutions approving the 
grants were passed unanimously. 
  



 
 
Compact Grant 
 
 Carmella Mantello, explained that the Greenway Legislation calls for sub-compact 
agreements.  She further stated that these agreements have a higher level of funding than 
community grants.  She introduced Joan Pagones, Supervisor of Fishkill, and asked if she would 
like to address the Board.  Ms. Pagones stated that she is pleased to partner with the Greenway.  
Fishkill is growing quickly and needs to implement the Compact as relates to Fishkill.  Ms. 
Pagones further stated that the group of volunteers are working actively with the surrounding 
communities including Beacon.  It is anticipated to complete the project in 2004. 
 

Town of Fishkill – Dutchess County - $25,000 - The Town of Fishkill is requesting grant 
funding to integrate the Dutchess County Greenway Compact into the Town’s planning and 
zoning code and procedures.   

 
On a motion from Martus Granirer (Don Marra second) the resolution approving the 

grant was passed unanimously. 
 
Carmella Mantello introduced Steve Rosenberg, Scenic Hudson, who updated the Board 

on issues pertaining to land in the vicinity of the FDR site as relates to the proposed visitor 
center.  Mr. Rosenberg stated Scenic Hudson intends on purchasing the land for the proposed site 
upon selection.   An area that is currently being reviewed is the site of the current drive-in 
located in the main corridor of Hyde Park. He introduced Ray Curran, also of Scenic Hudson, 
who showed diagrams depicting connecting the carriage road to other FDR sites.  Both 
gentlemen stated the necessity of emphasizing economic development as it relates to the location 
of the project. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
 Trails – Jane Daniels reported that the Trails Coordinator position has been posted and it 
is anticipated that it will be filled within the next few weeks.  She further stated that the Trails 
Vision Plan is being reviewed.  Ms. Daniels said that she is pleased with the trail work that has 
been done in both Dutchess and Westchester County, and anticipates there will be trail segment 
designations soon. 
 
  
 



Tourism Development – Bob Elliott addressed the Board and stated that he is excited 
about the National Heritage Area website.  He wished to thank Tom Martinelli and Nancy Gold 
for the work they have done and are continuing to do.  He further stated that the committee is 
working closely with the Friends of the Hudson Valley on NHA issues. 
 
 Agriculture Committee  - Charles Wille wished to state to the Board that agricultural 
issues must be open to change.  He further stated that land must be used to farm, and that it is 
imperative for people to change their attitude toward farming.  He strongly desires local produce 
to be introduced more into the Hudson Valley.  He wished to thank the group he is working with 
on the agriculture committee. 
 
 Economic Heritage Committee – Paul Ganci stated that the group has worked on critical 
issues of forging Greenway partnerships.  He stated that it is key to form partnerships, and we 
must work together to tell the world of the opportunities that exist within the Hudson Valley.  
Mr. Ganci talked about the recent trade show in Atlanta where the region was promoted as a 
regional bio-technology area.  Mr. Ganci stated that by “promoting the community, the whole 
region is being promoted.”  He further stated, “looking at the region, the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts.” 
 
 Scenic Byways – Martus Granirer stated that the Scenic Byway project is going forward 
and the workshops have all been completed.  He stated that a report is forthcoming. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
 Kevin Plunkett re-introduced Carmella Mantello and asked that at this time she give the 
Executive Directors’ reports for the Greenway Council and the Greenway Conservancy.  Ms. 
Mantello stated that many are asking what will happen next with the Conservancy.  She stated 
that she wished to build upon the Governor’s message (stated earlier in the meeting) and connect 
the waterfront communities via the Hudson River. Further, she stated that the Hudson Valley is 
the role model for other areas in not only New York State, but throughout the country.  The 
priorities for 2004 is as follows: 

 To have a total of  225 communities join the Greenway by the end of 2004. 
 Unveil one dozen water trail kiosks over the next year. 
 Implement the Scenic Byway grant program. 
 To have communities apply for the new Greenway “Visions In Planning” award. 
 Unveil the Trail Vision Plan, and have the land trail go forward with new trail sections 

designated. 



 Create changes for the Fall 2004 Ramble.  Designate the Ramble with an estuary theme 
this upcoming year and extend it over two weekends. 

 The ten day Great Hudson River Paddle is scheduled for July 6 – 10.  The paddle shall 
focus and highlight the waterfront communities. 

 Ms. Mantello stated that she will be going to Washington within the next month to 
request additional funding for the National Heritage programs.  She said that she will 
fully describe and unveil the NHA website in the Spring 2004. 

 The NHA boundaries are proposed to be expanded.  Ms. Mantello stated that it is 
intended to extend the Revolutionary War trail to include the Saratoga Battlefield site, 
and a bill will be sponsored this year to extend the Heritage area. 

 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 Upon completion of business, Chairman Plunkett asked for a motion to adjourn the Board 
meeting. On a motion from Mary Crabb (Jason Natske second) the January 14, 2004 meeting of 
the Joint Board was adjourned at 11:53 am. 
 

 
 

 
   


