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This “Year-Three” report  
presents annual trail use data  
for 37 locations along the  

275-mile Hudson River Valley  
Greenway Trail. In total,  

5.65 million visits 
were counted across the  

37 sites  
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The Empire State Trail
The Empire State Trail, completed in 2020, is the 
nation’s longest multi-use state trail. The trail spans 
750-miles, from New York City through the Hudson  
and Champlain Valleys to Canada, and from Albany  
to Buffalo along the Erie Canal. The trail corridor from  
NYC through Albany to Buffalo is predominantly 
(approximately 85%) composed of off-road facilities, 
including rail trails and canalway trails. North of  
Albany, toward the Canadian border, the trail transitions 
to primarily on-road segments. The off-road segments 
are ideal for bicyclists, hikers, runners, cross-country 
skiers, and snowshoers, providing a safe and scenic 
pathway for residents and visitors from across the 
nation and the world to experience New York State’s 
iconic landscapes. 

For more information about the Empire State Trail, 
including a detailed online map depicting the statewide 
route, off-road trail segments, connecting on-road  
sections, designated parking areas, and nearby  
overnight accommodations, campgrounds, and  
attractions, visit: www.empiretrail.ny.gov.  
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Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail 
Champlain, as part of the Hudson River Valley Greenway  
Trail (HRVG Trail). The trail welcomes visitors of all ages 
and abilities to experience New York’s vibrant urban 
centers, village main streets, rural landscapes, and 
diverse history. Attracting visitors from across New York 
State, the nation, and the world, the trail promotes  
outdoor recreation, encourages healthy lifestyles,  
supports community vitality, and bolsters tourism- 
related economic development.

•	The HRVG Trail knits together portions of 15 regional 
trails to create a continuous route (north to south): 
the Champlain Canalway Trail, Mohawk-Hudson 
Bike-Hike Trail, Albany-Hudson Electric Trail,  
Sojourner Truth State Park, Kington Point Rail Trail, 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, Hudson Valley Rail Trail, 
Walkway Over the Hudson, WRS Dutchess Rail Trail, 
Maybrook Trailway, Putnam Trailway, North and 
South County Trailways, Putnam Greenway, and  
the Manhattan Greenway.

•	Two-thirds (67%) of the 275 miles are non-motorized 
rail trails and canalway trails, 10-foot-wide paths 
with a paved or stone dust surface and gentle 
grades. The remaining one-third (33%) is designated 
on the shoulders of roadways, creating a continuous 
route. The on-road sections are appropriate for  
experienced bicyclists on long-distance rides.

The Hudson River Valley Greenway is a unique state agency 
created in 1991 to assist with the development of a voluntary  
regional strategy for preserving scenic, natural, historic,  
cultural and recreational resources while encouraging  
compatible economic development and maintaining the 
tradition of home rule for land use decision making. The 
Greenway’s activities span the 14 counties that adjoin the 
Hudson River, from Manhattan north to Saratoga and Wash-
ington Counties. Detailed information about the Greenway’s 
programs is available at https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov.  

The Greenway’s mission includes creation of a network 
of multi-use trails along both sides of the Hudson River. 
Today the Greenway is working to create a system of 
trails from New York City to Whitehall in Washington 
County. The Hudson River Greenway Trail System  
consists of two main components: a land trail and a  
water trail for paddling and boating. For more  
information see https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/trails.  

The Greenway has designated the 275-mile Empire 
State Trail route from Battery Park at the southern tip 
of Manhattan, to Whitehall on the southern end of Lake 
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Since 2021, the Hudson River Valley Greenway has  
collected trail visitation data along the 275-mile HRVG 
Trail from New York City to Washington County.  
The Greenway operates 11 automated trail counters. 
Manufactured by the company Eco-Counter, the units 
use passive infrared motion detection to count trail 
users. The Greenway installs its trail counters for 12 
months, providing continuous daily trail count data for 
each location, which are the basis of the annual trail 
visitation numbers presented in this report. Several 
partner organizations, including Parks & Trails New 
York, Wallkill Valley Land Trust, and Walkway Over  
the Hudson State Historic Park, also collect trail use 
information, using the same counter units as the HRVG.

Annual trail visitation data has now been collected at  
37 locations along the 275-mile HRVG Trail (HRVG has 
not collected trail use data for on-road trail connecting 
sections, which are appropriate for experienced  
bicyclists comfortable riding on roadway shoulders).  
Trail use data is shared with state agencies, local  
governments, non-profits, and the public – to inform trail 
operations, maintenance, and tourism promotion efforts.   

Hudson River Valley 
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TRAIL SEGMENT NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 
TOTAL

12-MONTH 
COUNT PERIOD

Champlain Canalway Trail Fort Ann, Washington County 10,291 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Champlain Canalway Trail Kingsbury, Washington County 21,805 June 2022 – May 2023
Champlain Canalway Trail Schuylerville, Saratoga County 24,192 Jan 2020 – Dec 2020

Champlain Canalway Trail Village of Schuylerville, Saratoga County 30,161 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024

Champlain Canalway Trail Halfmoon, Saratoga County 11,600 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Champlain Canalway Trail Waterford, Saratoga County 24,165 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Cohoes, Albany County 68,163 Dec 2023 - Nov 2024
Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Watervliet, Albany County 30,003 Jan 2022 – Dec 2022
Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail City of Albany, Albany County 136,197 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail East Greenbush-NW, Rensselaer County 45,288 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail East Greenbush-SE, Rensselaer County 54,555 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Schodack, Rensselaer County 26,059 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Village of Nassau, Rensselaer County 31,798 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Town of Nassau, Rensselaer County 49,629 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail North Chatham, Columbia County 33,379 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Niverville, Columbia County 29,022 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Valatie, Columbia County 27,328 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Kinderhook, Columbia County 48,506 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Stuyvesant Falls, Columbia County 19,469 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Stottville, Columbia County 17,034 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Greenport, Columbia County 23,500 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024
Kingston Point Rail Trail Kingston, Ulster County 60,150 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail Rosendale, Ulster County 103,550 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail New Paltz, Ulster County 101,934 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Hudson Valley Rail Trail Lloyd, Ulster County 94,492 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Walkway Over the Hudson Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County 569,436 March 2024 – Feb 2025
WRS Dutchess Rail Trail Lagrangeville, Dutchess County 84,279 Nov 2023 – Oct 2024
WRS Dutchess Rail Trail Hopewell Junction, Dutchess County 121,451 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Maybrook Trailway Holmes, Dutchess County 40,966 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
Maybrook Trailway Brewster, Putnam County 51,397 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
Putnam Trailway Mahopac, Putnam County 44,022 Feb 2024 – Jan 2025
North County Trailway Yorktown Heights, Westchester County 66,346 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023
North County Trailway Elmsford, Westchester County 64,474 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022
South County Trailway Hastings-on-Hudson, Westchester County 167,724 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024
Putnam Greenway The Bronx, New York City 262,737 Jan 2023 – Dec 2023
Manhattan Greenway in Parco Harlem Manhattan, New York City 816,378 Feb 2024 – Jan 2025
Manhattan Greenway at 72nd St Manhattan, New York City 2,245,108 Feb 2024 – Jan 2025

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 5,656,588

12-MONTH TRAIL COUNTS - 37 SITES LISTED “NORTH TO SOUTH”
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The Champlain Canalway Trail (CCT) is a bicycling  
and hiking route that runs 62 miles from the Village of  
Whitehall in Washington County to the Village of  
Waterford in Saratoga County, winding past historic  
villages, woodlands, wetlands, farm fields, and rural  
landscapes.  The CCT route generally follows the  
Champlain Canal, alternating between the embankment 
of the active Canal and the towpath of the historic canal 
which operated until 1910.  For more information, see 
https://champlaincanalwaytrail.org/.  

Roughly 40% of the route is comprised of off-road  
trails, with a mix of paved asphalt and stone dust trail 
surfaces.  The remaining 60% of the 62-mile route is  
designated on the shoulders of public roads — the  
on-road sections range greatly in character from  
sparsely-traveled gravel roads to low-traffic rural  
areas, to busy 55 mph state roadways.

The Champlain Canalway Trail’s off-road trail sections 
are concentrated in three areas:

• In Washington County, the 12-mile CCT section from 
Fort Ann to Fort Edward is a scenic mix of paved 
asphalt and stone dust trails, along with an extremely 
low-traffic gravel road section.  The trail, which is  
operated by the NYS Canal Corporation, runs past 
extensive wetlands, farm fields, birding areas, and 
wildlife habitats, and parking areas provide access at 
several points along the 12-mile route.  Another major 
trail – the Glens Falls Feeder Canal Trail – connects 
to the CCT in Kingsbury.  

• In mid-Saratoga County, an off-road trail runs  
2 miles north of Schuylerville, passing by historic 
Revolutionary War sites from the Battle of Saratoga, 
and crossing the Hudson River on the Dix Bridge 
which has been converted to recreational use.   
This trail section is operated by the Village of  
Schuylerville and Town of Saratoga.

• In southern Saratoga County, the towpath of the  
historic Champlain Canal has been converted to a 
5-mile stone dust trail in Halfmoon and Waterford.   
The two towns own and maintain this trail segment.

Over the past several years, HRVG and Parks & Trails New 
York have installed trail counters at six locations on off-road 
trail segments (trail counts have not been collected along 
the on-road sections, which attract lower bicycle and  
pedestrian use).  A total of 122,214 trail visits were  
recorded at the six CCT sites.

Champlain Canalway Trail
Saratoga and Washington Counties
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TRAIL SEGMENT 
NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 

TOTAL
12-MONTH 

COUNT PERIOD

Champlain Canalway Trail Fort Ann, Washington County 10,291 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Champlain Canalway Trail Kingsbury, Washington County 21,805 June 2022 – May 2023

Champlain Canalway Trail Schuylerville, Saratoga County 24,192 Jan 2020 – Dec 2020

Champlain Canalway Trail Village of Schuylerville, Saratoga County 30,161 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024

Champlain Canalway Trail Halfmoon, Saratoga County 11,600 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Champlain Canalway Trail Waterford, Saratoga County 24,165 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 122,214

CCT visitation is generally lower than visitation in the mid 
to lower Hudson Valley:

• Much of the CCT is located in rural areas with low 
population density.

• The data indicates visitation is widely dispersed 
among the off-road trail sections.  Although trail 
counts at individual locations are modest, total  
usage exceeding 120,000 visits per year confirms  
the Champlain Canalway Trail is an important  
regional trail asset.

• The route’s extensive on-road sections – comprising 
60% of the 62-mile route – are appropriate only for 
experienced bicyclists comfortable riding next to vehicle 
traffic.  The CCT Working Group, a coalition of local 
governments, non-profits, and state agencies, plans and 
advocates for construction of additional off-road trail 
sections, with the goal of creating a “critical mass” of 
recreational opportunities to attract increased visitation.

Parks & Trails New York, with support from the NYS Canal 
Corporation, will continue to install trail counters along the 
Champlain Canalway Trail in 2025 and future years.

122,214 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

20,369 
AVERAGE SITE USE

30,161 
HIGHEST USE SITE

VILLAGE OF SCHUYLERVILLE
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Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail
Albany County
The HRVG Trail section that runs north-south along the 
Hudson River in Albany County has several designa-
tions – it is part of the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail 
(MHBHT), the Erie Canalway Trail, and the statewide 
Empire State Trail.  This trail segment starts at Peebles 
Island State Park in Cohoes, and extends 11 miles south 
to the Corning Preserve in Albany (at the southern end of 
the Corning Preserve, the HRVG Trail route crosses the 
Dunn Memorial Bridge into Rensselaer County).  Nine of 
the 11 miles are paved, non-motorized recreational paths, 
with a two-mile on-road connecting section in Green 
Island, designated on the shoulders of public roads.

A variety of state and local entities own and maintain  
this trail section, including the NYS Office of Parks,  
Recreation and Historic Preservation, the Village of Green 
Island, the City of Watervliet, the City of Cohoes, the NYS 
Department of Transportation, and the City of Albany.

This heavily-used trail provides stunning views of the 
Hudson River and provides access to a number of public 
parks along the route.  Visitor services are available 

in adjacent villages and cities, a short distance off the 
trail.  Green Island is home to a T-junction connecting 
the three legs of the statewide Empire State Trail – the 
Erie Canalway Trail heads west to Buffalo, the Champlain 
Canalway Trail runs north through the Champlain Valley 
to Canada, and the Hudson Valley section heads south to 
New York city.  A detailed map of the 11-mile section  
is available on the Empire State Trail website at:  
https://empiretrail.ny.gov/albany-whitehall/albany-pee-
bles-island-state-park.

Over the past several years, HRVG and Parks & Trails  
New York have installed trail counters at three trail  
locations along the 11-mile MHBHT route. A total of 
234,363 trail visits were recorded at the three  
MHBHT sites.

As demonstrated by the trail counts, MHBHT attracts  
robust year-round visitation, drawing walkers, runners,  
and riders from across the Capital District, along with 
long-distance bicyclists on multi-day excursions.
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TRAIL SEGMENT NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 
TOTAL

12-MONTH 
COUNT PERIOD

Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Cohoes, Albany County 68,163 Dec 2023 - Nov 2024

Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Watervliet, Albany County 30,003 Jan 2022 – Dec 2022

Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail City of Albany, Albany County 136,197 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 234,363  

234,363 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

78,121 
AVERAGE SITE USE

136,197 
HIGHEST USE SITE
CITY OF ALBANY

PHOTO: ERIE CANALWAY NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR
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In Rensselaer and Columbia Counties, the Hudson  
River Valley Greenway Trail follows the Albany-Hudson 
Electric Trail (AHET), a rail trail that runs 36 miles from 
the Town of East Greenbush to the Town of Greenport.  
South of Greenport, the HRVGT route enters the City of 
Hudson on a mix of off-road paths and short connecting 
sections designated on the shoulders of local roads.

The Hudson River Valley Greenway built and operates 
AHET, which was completed in 2020.  The scenic trail 
runs through rural landscapes, small villages, and  
suburban areas, passing by lakes, streams, wetlands,  
forests, farmland, and historic sites.  Trail visitor amenities 
are available at many nearby locations.  An online map 
detailing the AHET route, trailhead parking areas, and 
nearby attractions is available on the Empire State Trail 
website at: https://empiretrail.ny.gov/map#hudson-val-
ley-greenway-trail.

In 2025, HRVG paved 9.5 miles of trail that was originally 
constructed with a stone dust surface. Now, the entire 
36 miles of trail – maintained in partnership by the 
Town of East Greenbush, Town and Village of Nassau, 
Village of Kinderhook, Hudson Taconic Lands, and 
the Columbia Friends of the Electric Trail – has a 
10-foot-wide asphalt surface.

During the three year-period 2022 through 2024, HRVG 
collected annual trail counts at 12 locations along the  
36-mile AHET route.  A total of 405,567 annual visits 
were registered at the 12 counter sites.

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail
Rensselaer and Columbia Counties
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TRAIL SEGMENT 
NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 

TOTAL
12-MONTH 

COUNT PERIOD
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail East Greenbush-NW, Rensselaer County 45,288 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail East Greenbush-SE, Rensselaer County 54,555 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Schodack, Rensselaer County 26,059 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Village of Nassau, Rensselaer County 31,798 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Town of Nassau, Rensselaer County 49,629 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail North Chatham, Columbia County 33,379 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Niverville, Columbia County 29,022 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Valatie, Columbia County 27,328 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Kinderhook, Columbia County 48,506 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Stuyvesant Falls, Columbia County 19,469 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Stottville, Columbia County 17,034 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024

Albany-Hudson Electric Trail Greenport, Columbia County 23,500 Dec 2023 – Nov 2024

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 405,567

HRVG also has completed visual surveys to determine 
how the public uses AHET.  Surveys were completed at 10 
locations, during a mix of weekends and weekdays across 
summer, fall, and winter months.  A total of 763 visitors 
were encountered during the visual surveys.  Walkers and 
runners (pedestrians) account for 59% of AHET visitors, 
with bicyclists accounting for 41% of visits.

HRVG has collected more detailed visitation data for AHET 
than is typical for similar trails.  In 2024, HRVG completed a 
statistical analysis, combining the results of our visual  

surveys and data collected by automated counters.  HRVG’s 
analysis estimates the Albany-Hudson Electric Trail 
attracts a total of 630,000 annual visits along its 36-mile 
route.  For more details on AHET trail use data, see https://
hudsongreenway.ny.gov/albany-hudson-electric-trail. 

For calendar year 2025, HRVG has installed counters at 
four locations along AHET.  Two are new locations; the 
other two are the same locations where counters were 
installed during 2022, which will enable HRVG to review 
trends in trail visitation over the past three years.

405,567 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

33,797 
AVERAGE SITE USE

54,555 
HIGHEST USE SITE

EAST GREENBUSH-SE
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In Ulster County, the Greenway Trail follows a series of 
recreational paths and rail trails (north to south):

• A 1.5-mile section of the Empire State Trail in Sojourner 
Truth State Park, providing scenic views of the Hudson 
River.  For a map of this trail segment see https:// 
empiretrail.ny.gov/poughkeepsie-albany/city-kingston. 

• The 1.2-mile Kingston Point Rail Trail, a paved urban 
trail connecting the Roundout Creek area to mid-town 
Kingston, operated by the City of Kingston.

• A 12-mile section of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 
(WVRT) from the south side of Kingston to New  
Paltz.  This stone dust trail winds through deep 
woods, passes historic iron works, and crosses the 
stunning Rosendale Trestle.  The trail is owned and 
maintained by a partnership involving the Wallkill 
Valley Land Trust, the Open Space Institute, the 
Towns of Ulster, Rosendale and New Paltz, and the 
Village of New Paltz.  For additional information see 
https://empiretrail.ny.gov/poughkeepsie-albany/
new-paltz-south-kingston.  

• A 1.2-mile sidepath along Henry W Dubois Drive, 
which provides a safe and inviting route through  
the Village of New Paltz.

• The 7-mile Hudson Valley Rail Trail, a paved trail  
winding through woodlands, wetlands, stream  
crossings, and local parks, which ends at the  
Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park over 
the Hudson River.  The trail is operated through a 
partnership among the Hudson River Valley Rail Trail 
Association and the Towns of Lloyd and New Paltz.  
More information is available at https://empiretrail.
ny.gov/poughkeepsie-albany/lloyd-new-paltz.

HRVG has collected annual trail counts at three sites  
on the Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail in Ulster 
County, and the Wallkill Valley Land Trust maintains  
a counter at a fourth site on the Rosendale Trestle.   
A total of 360,126 annual visits were registered at  
the four counter sites.

Ulster County EST Section

https://empiretrail.ny.gov/poughkeepsie-albany/city-kingston
https://empiretrail.ny.gov/poughkeepsie-albany/new-paltz-south-kingston
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TRAIL SEGMENT NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 
TOTAL

12-MONTH 
COUNT PERIOD

Kingston Point Rail Trail Kingston, Ulster County 60,150 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Wallkill Valley Rail Trail Rosendale, Ulster County 103,550 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024

Wallkill Valley Rail Trail New Paltz, Ulster County 101,934 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Hudson Valley Rail Trail Lloyd, Ulster County 94,492 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 360,126  

The Wallkill Valley Land Trust operates a permanent trail counter on the Rosendale Trestle, which is one of the four  
Ulster County sites.  The chart below details monthly trail visits at Rosendale for calendar years 2023 and 2024.   
Trail use in 2024 was 6.4% higher than 2023, demonstrating the high popularity of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail.

360,126 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

90,032 
AVERAGE SITE USE

103,550 
HIGHEST USE SITE

ROSENDALE

For calendar year 2025, HRVG has installed counters at 
two additional locations: on the Empire State Trail in  
Sojourner Truth State Park; and at the northern end of  
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail in the Town of Ulster.

Wallkill Valley Rail Trail in Rosendale

MONTH 2023 VISITS 2024 VISITS

January 4,710 2,950

February 4,543 5,147

March 5,241 7,133

April 7,357 8,140

May 11,493 10,531

June 9,719 11,234

July 11,308 11,798

August 12,983 12,378

September 8,983 12,059

October 9,971 12,346

November 6,800 6,869

December 4,206 2,965

ANNUAL TOTAL 97,314 103,550

2023 to 2024 Increase = 6.4% 

PHOTO: D. McGEE
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The Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail section in 
Dutchess and Putnam Counties is a continuous 50-mile 
off-road route that follows three iconic paved rail trails.  
From north to south:

•	This segment starts on the Walkway Over the Hudson 
State Historic Park in Poughkeepsie, which is operated 
by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation with support from the non-profit  
Friends of the Walkway.  For more information see 
https://parks.ny.gov/parks/178/details.aspx.

•	The William R Steinhaus Dutchess Rail Trail, operated by 
Dutchess County, is a 13.5-mile recreational trail from the 
Walkway to Hopewell Junction.  The northwest section of 
the trail passes through urban and suburban areas and 
local parks.  As the trail continues southeast, it includes 
long wooded sections and crosses numerous streams 
and wetlands.  The “DRT” ends at the historic Hopewell 
Train Depot, now a history museum and local park.   
A map of the trail route and designated parking areas 
is available at https://empiretrail.ny.gov/new-york-city-
poughkeepsie/hopewell-junction-poughkeepsie.  

•	The Maybrook Trailway runs 24 miles from Hopewell 
Junction in Dutchess County to Brewster in Putnam 
County.  The Maybrook, completed in 2020 by Metro- 
North Railroad as part of the Empire State Trail 
initiative, has long stretches of shaded trail that pass 
through dense woodlands, punctuated by scenic 
views of lakes, streams, and expansive wetlands.   
See https://empiretrail.ny.gov/new-york-city- 
poughkeepsie/brewster-pawling. 

•	The Putnam Trailway is a 12-mile rail trail, operated by 
Putnam County, that runs southwest from Brewster to 
the Westchester County line.  This wooded trail provides 
amazing views of lakes, reservoirs, and streams, and 
passes through historic villages providing access to trail 
visitor services.  More information about the Putnam 
Trailway is available at https://empiretrail.ny.gov/new-
york-city-poughkeepsie/mahopac-brewster.  

Over the past three years, HRVG has installed trail  
counters at six locations along the 50-mile Hudson River 
Valley Greenway Trail route in Dutchess and Putnam 
Counties.  A total of 911,551 annual trail visits were 
recorded at the six sites.

Dutchess and Putnam County 
EST Section

TRAIL SEGMENT NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 
TOTAL

12-MONTH 
COUNT PERIOD

Walkway Over the Hudson Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County 569,436 March 2024 – Feb 2025

WRS Dutchess Rail Trail Lagrangeville, Dutchess County 84,279 Nov 2023 – Oct 2024

WRS Dutchess Rail Trail Hopewell Junction, Dutchess County 121,451 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Maybrook Trailway Holmes, Dutchess County 40,966 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

Maybrook Trailway Brewster, Putnam County 51,397 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

Putnam Trailway Mahopac, Putnam County 44,022 Feb 2024 – Jan 2025

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 911,551  

911,511 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

151,918 
AVERAGE SITE USE

569,436 
HIGHEST USE SITE

POUGHKEEPSIE
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The NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic  
Preservation operates permanently installed trail  
counters on both the east (Poughkeepsie) and  
west (Town of Lloyd) entrances to the Walkway 
Over the Hudson.  

The counter on the west side of the Walkway  
(Town of Lloyd) has captured three years of  
continuous visitation data.  Per the chart on left:

•	Over the three years, there’s been significant 
variation in monthly trail counts, driven primarily 
by weather patterns (Walkway visitation is very 
high on pleasant, sunny days, but drops to low 
levels on days with rain, high summer heat, or 
cold winter temperatures).  

•	Although there’s been significant variation in 
monthly counts, annual visitation to the Walkway 
has remained fairly steady over the three years 
– annual visits increased a modest 1.7% from 
2022 to 2024. 

Another interesting finding is more visitors access the Walkway 
Over the Hudson from the City of Poughkeepsie (east side), 
in comparison to the Town of Lloyd (west side).  Per the chart 
below, during the twelve months from March 2024 through 
February 2025, the Poughkeepsie entrance welcomed 5.1% 
more visitors than the west side – despite the fact there’s 
more convenient car parking at the Lloyd entrance. 

Walkway Over the Hudson

MONTH
EAST SIDE:

POUGHKEEPSIE 
VISITS

WEST SIDE:
LLOYD VISITS

March 2024 43,680 39,418

April 2024 53,385 47,721

May 2024 76,822 73,598

June 2024 68,499 64,905

July 2024 70,132 67,656

August 2024 66,305 62,670

September 2024 67,927 63,040

October 2024 84,125 79,714

November 2024 32,966 33,419

December 2024 13,218 13,496

January 2025 10,894 10,927

February 2025 12,216 12,872

ANNUAL TOTAL 600,169 569,436

Walkway Over the Hudson

MONTH 2022 VISITS 2023 VISITS 2024 VISITS

March 29,534 26,885 39,418

April 48,364 51,946 47,721

May 59,077 75,740 73,598

June 68,549 54,710 64,905

July 68,606 63,611 67,656

August 64,636 73,234 62,670

September 58,037 54,654 63,040

October 74,442 73,675 79,714

November 34,368 35,228 33,419

December 14,036 19,034 13,496

January 20,105 14,522 10,927

February 20,132 24,440 12,872

ANNUAL TOTAL 559,886 567,679 569,436
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The Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail section in  
Westchester is a continuous 36-mile paved rail trail,  
operated and maintained by the Westchester County 
Parks Department.  The trail follows the route of the  
Putnam Division of the New York Central Railroad,  
now a non-motorized recreational facility:

•	The North County Trailway runs 22 miles south  
from the Putnam County border to Eastview in  
the Town of Greenburg.

•	The South County Trailway runs 14 miles south  
from Eastview to the Bronx border, where the  
trail enters Van Cortlandt Park.  

•	A detailed map of the trail route, along with  
designated parking areas and nearby attractions, 
is available at https://empiretrail.ny.gov/new-york-
city-poughkeepsie/elmsford-new-castle.  

The North and South County Trailways attract large  
numbers of bicyclists, walkers, and runners, in a  
green vegetated corridor that has a surprisingly  
natural feel, despite winding through densely populated 
Westchester County.  The trail passes through a  

number of county and town recreational parks, and 
sections follow the scenic Saw Mill River.  Trail visitor 
amenities are located in towns and villages along the 
36-mile trailway.

To date, HRVG has installed trail counters at three  
locations along the 36-mile Hudson River Valley  
Greenway Trail route in Westchester County.   
A total of 298,544 annual trail visits were recorded  
at the three sites.

North-South County Trailways 
Westchester County
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TRAIL SEGMENT NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 
TOTAL

12-MONTH 
COUNT PERIOD

North County Trailway Yorktown Heights, 
Westchester County 66,346 Nov 2022 – Oct 2023

North County Trailway Elmsford, Westchester County 64,474 Nov 2021 – Oct 2022

South County Trailway Hastings-on-Hudson, 
Westchester County 167,724 Jan 2024 – Dec 2024

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 298,544  

The nearly 300,000 annual visits registered at three specific 
locations represent only a small fraction of total annual 
visitation to the trail through Westchester County.  Visual 
inspections completed by Greenway staff indicate high 

numbers of trail users utilize the entire 36-mile route.   
To bolster trail use data, for calendar year 2025 HRVG has 
installed trail counters at one additional site in Westchester 
County, in Millwood in the Town of New Castle.

298,544 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

78,121 
AVERAGE SITE USE

167,724 
HIGHEST USE SITE

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON
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The Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail in New York City is 
comprised of three sections totaling 17 miles (north to south):

•	At the Westchester County/Bronx border, the trail  
enters Van Cortlandt Park, which is administered by 
the New York City Parks Department (the South  
County Trailway in Westchester County seamlessly  
connects to the “Putnam Greenway Trail” in the 
Bronx).  This paved non-motorized trail section runs 
for 1.5 miles through Van Cortlandt Park.

•	A 3-mile on-road bicycling route runs south from Van 
Cortlandt Park, across the Broadway Bridge, to the west 
side of Manhattan.  The on-road section, designated 
on busy city streets, is appropriate only for experienced 
bicyclists comfortable sharing the road with cars and 
trucks.  A detailed map of the Bronx trail section is  
available at https://empiretrail.ny.gov/new-york-city-
poughkeepsie/inwood-hill-van-cortlandt-park.  

•	Starting in Inwood Hill Park, the trail route runs 12.5 
miles down the west side of Manhattan, on a paved 
recreation trail named the Manhattan Greenway.   
The trail runs within feet of the Hudson River shoreline, 
providing stunning views of the Manhattan and New 
Jersey skylines, and passes under the George Wash-
ington Bridge and next to the Freedom Tower and 
World Trade Center site.  The northern two-thirds of 
the trail is located in Riverside Park, administered by 
the NYC Parks Department.  The southern portion runs 
along the border of the Hudson River Park, and ends 

at Battery Park looking out across New York Harbor to 
the Statute of Liberty.  Informally known as “the busiest 
trail in America,” the 12.5-mile Manhattan Greenway 
attracts millions of walkers, runners, and bicyclists 
each year.  See https://empiretrail.ny.gov/new-york-
city-poughkeepsie/battery-inwood-hill for detailed 
information about the Manhattan trail section.

To date, HRVG has installed trail counters at three locations 
along the 17-mile Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail route 
in the Bronx and Manhattan.  A total of 3,324.223 annual 
trail visits were recorded at the three sites.

Manhattan and Putnam Greenway  
New York City
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TRAIL SEGMENT NAME COUNT LOCATION ANNUAL 
TOTAL

12-MONTH 
COUNT PERIOD

Putnam Greenway in Van Cortlandt Park The Bronx, New York City 262,737 Jan 2023 – Dec 2023

Manhattan Greenway in Parco Harlem Manhattan, New York City 816,378 Feb 2024 – Jan 2025

Manhattan Greenway at 72nd St Manhattan, New York City 2,245,108 Feb 2024 – Jan 2025

TOTAL TRAIL VISITS, ALL SITES 3,324,223  

This is a stunning level of trail use – visitation to the New York City section of the Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail 
is at least ten times higher than anywhere else in New York State.  

Moreover, the 3.32 million annual visits registered at three specific locations represent only a small fraction of total 
annual visitation to the trail in New York City.  To better document trail use, for calendar year 2025 HRVG has installed 
trail counters at two additional trail locations in lower Manhattan, adjacent to the Hudson River Park with the help of 
the Hudson River Park Trust.  

3,324,223 
TOTAL COUNTED 

USERS

1,108,074 
AVERAGE SITE USE

2,245,108 
HIGHEST USE SITE

72ND STREET, MANHATTAN

PHOTO: D. McGEE
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Aggregating across the 37 sites, a total of 5.65 million 
annual trail visits were registered on the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway Trail. Reviewing the data:

• Trail use varies widely at individual locations – from 
10,291 visits at Fort Ann in Washington County, to 
567,679 visits at Walkway Over the Hudson State 
Park in Poughkeepsie, to 2,245,108 visits at a single 
location on the west side of Manhattan – reflecting 
the trail’s ever-changing character as it runs through 
rural landscapes, historic villages, suburban areas, 
and densely populated cities.  

• Across the 37 sites, annual trail usage averaged 
152,880 visits, demonstrating the trail’s remarkable 
popularity among hikers, runners, and bicyclists.

• The 5.65 million visits at 37 sites capture only a  
fraction of total visitation to the HRVG Trail.  The trail 
count data collected to date does not provide a  
sufficient number of sample points to develop an  
estimate of total visitation to the entire 275-mile route.

Detailed information presenting monthly and  
annual trail counts at each of the 37 sites along the 
Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail is available at  
https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/reports.

This report provides community planners, local  
governments, and non-profit partners with a powerful  
tool for informed decision-making.  By presenting 
detailed trail usage data across 37 locations, it offers 
objective insights into where infrastructure investments 
are most needed and where economic opportunities 
may be emerging.  High-visitation areas can be prioritized 
for amenities like restrooms, signage, and parking, 
while underutilized segments can be targeted for  
revitalization and promotion efforts.  The data also  
supports trail enhancement initiatives including grant 
applications, tourism planning, and strategies to  
ensure equitable access to recreational resources.  
Ultimately, the report empowers stakeholders to make 
evidence-based choices that enhance community  
vitality, public health, and local economies.

The Greenway’s automated trail counters collect continu-
ous trail use data in one-hour, daily, and monthly incre-
ments, allowing detailed analysis of trail use patterns.  

Monthly and daily trail use data is presented below for 
the trail at Hastings-on-Hudson in Westchester County. 

This section of the South County Trailway runs through 
a mix of suburban areas and historic villages. Although 
the charts reflect one specific counter location, public 
use of the entire Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail 
follows similar seasonal and daily patterns.

Seasonal and Daily Trail Use Patterns

SCT - Hastings-on-Hudson Monthly Visits
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Since 2021, the Hudson River Valley Greenway and  
our partners have recorded 5.65 million annual trail 
visits at 37 specific locations along the 275-mile  
Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail from New York  
City to Lake Champlain.  

During 2025, the Greenway and its partners are  
collecting annual trail counts at 10 additional sites,  
laying the groundwork to develop a projection of  
total visitation along the 275-mile route.

The Greenway acknowledges Parks & Trails New York, 
which has operated trail counters on the Canalways 
section of the Empire State Trail for more than a decade 
(see https://www.ptny.org/our-work/support/com-
munity-trails-assistance/trail-counts). PTNY provided 
valuable technical guidance and data for this report.  

The Greenway greatly appreciates its collaborative part-
nerships with seven state agencies and numerous county, 
town, village, and city governments that own and maintain 
the diverse trail segments that comprise the HRVG Trail.

Conclusion & Next Steps

Seasonal/Monthly Trail Use

Trail visitation patterns follow a predictable pattern over 
the course of the year:  

• Visitation is lowest in winter months, due to cold 
temperatures and short daylight hours (the vast  
majority of off-road trails do not have nighttime 
lighting, and are not plowed to remove snow and ice).  

• Visitation grows steadily as spring weather arrives 
in March and April, peaking during May through 
October, when trail users enjoy warm weather and 
extended daylight hours.

• Visitation declines during the fall.

Daily Trail Use Variation Due to Weather

Although trail numbers follow a predictable seasonal 
cycle, day-to-day weather greatly influences visitation. 
Trail visits peak on warm sunny days. Conversely, visi-
tation is low during rainy weather. The graphics below 
depict daily trail use numbers at Hastings-on-Hudson 
during the 3-month period July 1 to September 30, 2024:

• A high of 1,384 visitors passed the counter on September 
2nd; whereas only 147 visitors passed on August 9th.  

• Trail use trends higher on weekends in comparison 
to weekdays.  However, weather plays a greater role 
– visitation is higher on sunny weekdays than on 
rainy Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.

SCT - Hastings-on-Hudson Monthly Visits
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625 Broadway, 4th Floor
Albany, New York 12233-2995
(518) 473-3835
hrvg@hudsongreenway.ny.gov
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